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your plans ? I do not know whether you mean to honoui
me with your confidence as a friend. I do not even aspire
to the authority of a father,'

* Oh ! pray, sir, do not say so. I place myself entirely
at your disposal. I desire nothing more ardently than to
act under your command. I assure you that you will find
me a very different person from what you imagine. I am
impressed with a most earnest and determined resolution
to become a practical man. You must not judge of me by
my boyish career. The very feelings that made me revolt
at the discipline of schools will insure my subordination in
the world. I took no interest in their petty pursuits, and
their minute legislation interfered with my more extended
views.'

4 What views ? ' asked my father, with a smile.

I was somewhat puzzled, but I answered, c I wish, sir, to
influence men/

'But before you influence others you must learn to influ-
ence yourself. Now those who would judge, perhaps im-
perfectly, of your temperament, Contarini, would suppose
that its characteristic was a nature so headstrong and im-
prudent, that it could not fail of involving its possessor in
many dangerous and sometimes even in very ridiculous
positions.*

I was silent, with my eyes fixed on the ground.

* I think you have sufficient talents for all that I could
reasonably desire, Contarini,' continued my father; *I think
you have talents indeed for anything; anything, I mean,
that a rational being can desire to attain; but you sadly
lack judgment. I think that you are the most imprudent
person with whom I ever was acquainted. You have a
great enemy, Contarini, a great enemy in yourself. You
have a great enemy in your imagination. I think if you
could control your imagination you might be a great